
Designing the 
Right Sized, Net Zero 
Home for Today’s Economy

harmony
house

Harmony is Central Florida’s largest green-certified master 
planned community. Its Developer, Harmony Development, 

has teamed with Canin Associates’ Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture studios to design a new, highly energy efficient 
home responsive to Harmony’s natural environment and a home 
that is consistent with today’s latest design trends of “right size” 
home design.

This quality design deserves a quality builder. Lifestyle Homes 
of Brevard County was chosen to join the team and build the 
Harmony House to the highest quality building standards 
and energy efficient criteria. As a natural fit, Lifestyle Homes, 
well known for their Sunsmart homes, is a recognized leader 
in building homes with net-zero performance, with a track 
record of 7 completed Net Zero homes and another 3 under 
construction.  

Named the “Tustin” model, the home features innovative design 
ideas that take advantage of every square foot with “no wasted 
space” and well-designed rooms for everyday use as well as 
offering superior energy management for comfort.

© 2012 Canin Associates, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

The Harmony Homes’ Transitional Architectural Style:
The architectural style of the new Tustin model was designed 
to blend into a neighborhood of semi-traditional architectural 
styled homes.  To blend in, the Tustin elevation represents the 
trendy “transitional” architectural style – a blend of old and new. 
The building form is traditional and designed using appropriate 
historical proportions. Driven by mindful construction cost 
management, the design result is simple, uncluttered and 
contemporary, giving the Tustin its own personality. Expected 
details such as traditional Colonial posts were replaced with a 
smooth, monolithic post and beam system.  Vertical siding was 
used instead of horizontal. The overhangs on the gables were 
kept to a minimum, and the only element that hints to traditional 
detailing is the window trim and crossheads.

The color palette is subdued, yet pleasant. The two-color scheme 
includes the body color as light neutral beige to blend with other 
homes in the neighborhood. The other protruding architectural 
forms are punctuated with a dominant green color to express 
its eco-friendly character. The posts and beams, window trim, 
fascias and frieze boards are a contrasting white, while the entry 
doors are an eye-catching brick red.
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Area Calculation

  First Floor A/C:   1,795 Sq. Ft.
  Second Floor A/C:          900 Sq. Ft.  _____________________________________
  Total A/C:    2,695 Sq. Ft.

   Lot Dimensions:          60’x112’
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RigHT Sized Home deSign:
•  Sized for family buyer
•  Everyday living spaces
•  Absence of seldom-used formal living or dining rooms
•  Outdoor living areas – sized for entertaining
•  Combined indoor/outdoor living
•  Family office space
•  All rooms are flooded with natural light
•  Oversized garage for extra storage with storage attic



eneRgy AcHievemenTS:
•  Deluxe Energy Star® approved appliances
•  High ambiance CFL interior lighting
•  High performance 15 SEER heat pump
•  Pressure-tested certified tight air ducts
•  Pressure balanced indoor air flow for maximum comfort
•  Whole house, balanced ventiliation system
•  Double pane Lo-e PGT Windows
•  Solar powered 80 gallon hot water heater
•  R-38 ceiling insulation
•  Radiant heat barrier
•  Solar powered attic ventilation fans
•  32 Solarworld monocrystalline PV panels
•  Siemans Solar Microinverters
•  TED Computerized Real-Time Energy Use Monitor

• U.S. Department of Energy Builders 
Challenge Certified Home

•  Net Zero Energy Home using Florida 
Solar Energy Center (FESC) criteria 

• Energy Rated and Certified by Home 
Audit Technologies, LLS

• EnergyStar rated doors, windows and 
appliances

•  Home Energy Rating Scale 
 (HERS) Index estimated at 0

 (pending final testing)
•  Designed to meet FloridaWater

 Star Criteria
•  Dark Sky Compliant

GREEN
 ACHIEVEMENTS:

According to Wikipedia.com, a net zero home is a term used 
to describe a building with zero net energy consumption 
and zero carbon emissions annually. Zero energy homes can 
be independent from the energy grid supply. Energy can be 
harvested on-site—usually through a combination of energy 
producing technologies like Solar and Wind—while reducing 
the overall use of energy with extremely efficient HVAC and 
Lighting technologies. The zero-energy design principle is 
becoming more practical to adopt due to the increasing costs 
of traditional fossil fuels and their negative impact on the 
planet’s climate and ecological balance.

WHAT iS neT-zeRo?

“the best fit ever 
for Harmony”

Shad Tome, president
Harmony development



Harmony Florida
www.harmonyfl.com

developmenT TeAm:

Right Sized Homes
www.rightsizedhouses.com

lifestyle Homes
www.buildingalifestyle.com

Tony Weremeichik is the Principal of the Architectural Design Studio 
at Canin Associates - an urban planning, landscape architecture and 
architectural design firm in Orlando, Florida. His wide-ranging expertise in 
housing design includes innovating and advancing design trends in new home, 
custom home and remodeling design. Tony has over 20 years of experience 
designing residential, mixed-use and community buildings in master planned 
communities and resorts throughout the United States, Europe and the 
Caribbean. Tony can be reached at tweremeichik@canin.com.

about 
the 
home 
designer

Tony Weremeichik , cpBd, AiBd, cgp

{continued on next page}

Canin Associates believes great ideas and great placemaking 
merge when connections are made to the regional context, 

vernacular architecture  and the cultural heritage of a region. Our 31-year old interdisciplinary firm 
of idea-based professionals is committed to creating sustainable resort and mixed-use communities 
that enrich the quality of life and are wonderful places to live, work or visit.

about our firm
© 2012 canin associates, inc.  all rights reserved.www.canin.com

To support the sensible environmental approach of the 
Harmony House, the surrounding landscape also had to 

play an important role.  Therefore, the design intent for the 
landscape plan was to create a low-maintenance, low-water use 
design that maximizes the usage of the indoor/outdoor space 
for the owner to enjoy.  To achieve this, a large percentage of 
Florida native and drought tolerant plants were introduced, sod 
areas were minimized and a highly efficient irrigation system was 
designed.  In addition, the open back yard, wonderfully framed 
by the landscape, allows the outdoors to be an extension of the 

lAndScApe SiTe plAn

indoor living space for the homeowners to enjoy. A garden-
inspired focal point in the backyard provides a visual terminus 
for guests’ views straight through the home when entering into 
the foyer.

The net-zero Tustin Model was designed as a benchmark for 
right-sized home design in Harmony. This home proves that a 
production home, targeted for a market segment at a specific 
price point, can still achieve net-zero energy consumption 
offering homeowners extremely low monthly energy bills. 

concepTuAl lAndScApe plAn


