
Th e Urban Planning Studio at Canin 

Associates assists clients in the public and 

private realms to create and implement 

powerful solutions for livable communities 

and outstanding places. Focusing on 

a core set of planning principles, the 

Urban Planning studio works toward 

the development of great people places 

through in-depth visioning, innovative 

design, creative programming, and 

thorough execution.

Designing in harmony with the natural 

environment while remaining fl exible 

enough to meet changing conditions 

- that is the goal of Canin Associates 

Landscape Architecture Studio.    

Th rough the successful defi nition of 

landscape architecture best practices and 

the development of solution-oriented 

strategies, the Landscape Architecture 

Studio brings balance to new communities, 

public spaces and resort developments. 

Th e professionals in the Architectural 

Design Studio are sensitive to the local and 

regional context of each project, drawing 

on historical vernacular precedents for 

inspiration while designing state-of-

the-art homes and community facilities 

where people can relax, rediscover 

simple pleasures and connect with 

family and friends.  Th e incorporation 

of the Architectural Design Studio has 

positioned the fi rm to deliver integrated 

design services, creating communities 

with a strong sense of place not only in 

urban design and landscape architecture, 

but also through the place-appropriate 

architectural design. 

urban planning

landscape architecture

architectural design

500 delaney avenue
orlando, florida 32801
407.422.4040 ph.
407.425.7427 fx
www.canin.com

designguidelines



representative projects

Concept Plan > Design Guidelines > Construction.
Tradition, Port St. Lucie, Florida
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 SITE CIRCULATION & PARKING

Parking will be provided in a variety of forms to meet the needs of the 
users, both within the  development blocks and on the street. Parking 
throughout Tradition must accommodate  short-term users (1-4 hours), 
 employees (4-10 hours) and  residents.  When deciding where to locate 
parking areas, the following should be taken into consideration: 

        1. All surface lot spaces shall be ten feet wide.

        2. All permanent  surface lots should be located in the  middle of 
development blocks, behind buildings or screened according 
to the Commercial Landscape Design Guidelines. Surface lots 
should never be located directly on streets. 

        3. On corner lots, surface parking should be located behind 
buildings or  screening on both street frontages.

        4. The majority of  employee and long-term parking should be 
accommodated in parking lots and structures, located mid-block 
and accessible via  service lanes or mid-block  courtyards. 

        5.   Parking garages should not be located on public streets; however, 
they should be easily accessible by pedestrians. If visible from 
public streets, the façade of the garage should be architecturally 
treated.

        6. On-street parking should be located throughout Tradition for 
short-term users. To accommodate guests of residents, parallel 
parking is recommended on one or both sides of the street in 
residential areas. 

        7. All residential buildings will have dedicated parking for residents 
located off-street, in garages or small surface lots.

        8. Parking for commercial uses shall be provided at the ratio of 
four parking spaces per 1,000 feet. Parking for schools shall be 

SECTION OF BLOCK WITH STRUCTURED PARKING

provided at six spaces per classroom. Parking for stand-alone 
restaurants shall be provided at one space per 75 square feet. 
Parking for residential uses shall be provided at 1.5 parking 
spaces per residential unit.

        9.  The maximum number of parking spaces to be provided is 
limited to 125% of what is required.

        10.  Shared parking strategies are encouraged, when there is adequate 
linkage between the parking and each of the uses sharing the 
parking. Parking strategies should be presented to the Design 
Review Committee for approval.

 Vehicular and  pedestrian circulation through the site must be designed 
as part of the  master plan and the following standards should apply:

        1. The  intersection of pedestrian circulation paths and amenities 
and vehicular traffic should be designed in a manner as to 
minimize conflict.  The primary focus should be  pedestrian 
access and  safety.

        2. One curb cut is permitted on all streets of less than 350 feet in 
length; two  curb cuts for blocks larger than 350 feet.

Surface lots are encouraged to have a continuous tree canopy.  Pedestrian 
pathways are to be incorporated into all surface lot design in order to 
provide access from the parking lot to the building and the right-of-way. 
Walkways and  sidewalks may not be used for parking stalls. 

Bus shelters shall be located as recommended by the appropriate public 
authority. Bus shelters are to be integrated into the architecture of the 
building and should be architecturally-treated.
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URBAN DESIGN

 Development Framework

Each development begins with a natural area which presents opportunities 
and constraints to developments.

The development framework consists of streets and dedicated  open space. When an array of building types are used, development becomes enriched 
with urban character.

DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Commercial and civic development parcels are part of a larger complex 
system that consists of many elements. They are to be designed with 
the larger design and development goals of Tradition in mind. The 
most treasured and appealing urban spaces are those in which there 
is harmony among all of the elements. As each parcel is designed and 
developed, the scale of the street pavement area, the size of the  sidewalk, 
the  placement and massing of buildings, the character of architecture, 
and the small details should be woven together to create an authentic 
urban environment. 

The Urban Design Guidelines provide a framework for commercial 
and civic development that is composed of streets, parks and buildings.  
Once natural features are identified, a street network can be determined 
and  development blocks created, taking into account the locations of 
open space networks and  storm water management areas.  A variety of 
street types ranging from large urban  boulevards to small service drives 
will separate and define the development blocks.  The street right-of-way 
further defines the open spaces with  street trees in planted verges and 
medians.  On each lot a variety of building types and uses can be built, 
creating a rich, coherent urban environment.

All development is strongly encouraged to present  master plans that can 
grow and increase in density over time. The initial phases will include 
 large footprint retail and surface parking; however, as individual blocks 
become fully developed, the plan should accommodate the construction 
of  parking structures interior to the development block.

When defined by natural features, water and open space become valued 
 public amenities.

vision to implementation

S
uccessful master planned communities and resort developments are brought to life through the 

realization of a clear project vision. In order to properly execute this vision and achieve architectural 

harmony, it is imperative to manage the quality of the design and construction.

Canin Associates has the experience necessary to 

create exemplary design guidelines and pattern 

books for a variety of project types and scales. Th ese 

are the tools that provide the guidance and authority 

for successfully implementing a project vision. We 

understand that each place is unique, and that design 

guidelines need to be formulated to suit the particular 

place for which they are developed. Our team of 

diverse professionals has prepared design guidelines 

and managed their implementation as Town Architect 

for cities and developments across the country.  Our 

design guidelines are comprehensive and functional, 

based on our research and experience.

We are able to eff ectively and effi  ciently assist 

clients with crafting a project vision and writing 

design guidelines and pattern books that are all-

encompassing. Our design guidelines and pattern 

books include the standards necessary to achieve the 

project vision, establish the authority of the Design 

Review Board, outline submittal and development 

review procedures, develop protocols for approvals, 

denials and appeals, and provide the ability to enforce 

approved designs during construction.

Our three design studios can assist your team in 

developing site planning principles, urban design 

criteria, and architectural design criteria for 

residential, commercial and institutional buildings. 

Th is includes landscape architectural standards for 

both residential and non-residential areas. Once 

the design guidelines are created, we are also able 

to provide assistance with establishing, facilitating 

and/or participating on the Design Review Board as 

Town Architect, as well as enforcement of the design 

guidelines.

design guidelines 
and pattern book 
services

Tradition, St. Lucie County, Florida
Commercial , Residential and Landscape Design Guidelines; 
Administrative Manual for use by the Design Review Committee;
Design Review Board Participation

Winthrop, Brandon, Florida
Residential Vision; Pattern Book; Design Review Manual that 
established the Design Review Committee

Connerton, Pasco County, Florida
Town Center and Residential Design Guidelines; established 
Design Review Board

Reun
Reside
Partic

Bexle
Patter

Lake
Lands

Symp
Comm

about our firm
Canin Associates believes great ideas and great 

placemaking merge when connections are made to the 

regional context, vernacular architecture  and the cultural 

heritage of a region. Our 30-year old interdisciplinary 

fi rm of idea-based professionals is committed to creating 

sustainable resort and mixed-use communities that 

enrich the quality of life and are wonderful places to live, 

work or visit.

Our URBAN PLANNING, LANDSCAPE 

ARCHITECTURE and ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

studios focus on the planning and design of resorts, 

new towns, villages, town centers, and mixed-use 

developments. We value designs that will establish 

balance and harmony with the natural environment while 

remaining fl exible enough to meet changing conditions. 

We are a design and research fi rm that advocates 

placemaking as a way to add value and create timeless 

solutions that are authentic, viable and sustainable. We 

provide our clients with one point of contact from the 

start of the design process through implementation. 

We successfully defi ne best practices and develop 

solution-oriented strategies that result in a balance 

between our communities, the region and the 

environment.  Th e underlying philosophy of the fi rm 

and its principals is to function as eff ective team leaders 

and continually  strive to integrate and enhance the best 

ideas of all those involved.

PART 2 - SPECIFIC LANDSCAPE DESIGN GUIDELINES Chapter 1
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Copyright © 2006 Canin Associates.  All rights reserved. Section  3 - Building Foundation Landscaping

Where walls, planters and/or ramps are used, they should 
be set back from the edge of any street by at least 2’ and this 
space paved or 
landscaped. If 
parallel parking 
is provided next 
to the curb, a 2’ 
wide minimum 
walk should be 
provided next 
to the back of 
curb to provide 
for access from 
the passenger side and allow for door swings. If perpendicular 
or angle parking is provided, they should be set back at least 3’ 
to avoid vehicle overhangs.

•

Section 3 - Building Foundation Landscaping

Front Facade Treatment - Mixed Use and Town Centers

For mixed use, town centers and other similar  developments that
feature buildings that front on public rights-of-way and /or public
spaces, the landscape treatment of the front facade should be treated
differently than with other  conventional  projects. These design
criteria are as follows:

The pedestrian activity zone between the back of the curb and 
the building face should be a minimum of 15’ wide and may 
be wider to accommodate outdoor plazas for restaurants and 
other functions.

Within this activity zone, a continuous public walkway of at 
least  5’ wide are required to be provided to meet the American 
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility  requirements. This walkway 
is generally located next to the face of the building and may 
include the landing areas at each building entrance.

•

•

The finish floor of the buildings facing the street should be 
set above the back of curb elevation so that storm water flows 
away from the building. This elevation is often dictated by local 
authorities. This height can vary so it is very important that this 
relationship be understood when designing the streetscape in 
front of the building.

In cases where the 
building finish floor 
elevation is set closer 
to the finish grade 
of the benchmark, 
special provisions may 
be required to size the 
stormwater collection 
system to allow for 
the shallower grade 
transition. In these 
instances, the slope of the sidewalk in front of the building  
should be a minimum of 2% and ideally no greater than 3%  
higher than the finish grade at the back of the curb, property 
line or parcel boundary.

•

•

Building loggias, awnings and porte cocheres may extend 
over this walkway but should not extend any further from the 
building face than 2’ from the back of curb.

•

In those cases where the finish floor of the building  is required 
to be higher, then steps, ramps, low walls and/or planters may 
be required. These elements are typically located out away from 
the buildings and their layout coordinated with the location of 
crosswalks, building entrances and outdoor plazas.

•
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ARCHITECTURE

Architectural Guidelines establish standards for: 

       1. Commercial façades

       2. Building massing

       3. Building height

       4. Awnings & Canopies

       5.  Arcades and colonnades

       6. Balconies

       7. Shutters

       8. Signage

       9. Lighting

The basic forms of a building create its massing. Massing can be articulated through the selection of appropriate  windows.

 Architectural details give a building character and life. The final building is the sum of these parts: massing, window choice and 
details.

Introduction

2 c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n tB E X L E Y 32

tudor
THE CHARACTERISTICS  of the English style are side gables, 

steeply pitched roofs with one or more cross gables, half timbering on the 

gable ends, narrow multi-pane windows in groups, and prominent chimneys.  

Compositions are asymmetrical with the appearance of thick walls with recessed 

doors and windows.  Th e use of multiple building materials, including stone, 

brick, stucco, and wood siding, is also common.  Patterned brick-work and 

cut-stone details around doors and windows provides subtle embellishments.  

Roof textures can be irregular, to recall medieval thatching.  Roof lines may 

extend down to or below the top of windows on either the fi rst or second fl oor.  

Th e most common roof dormers are small, steeply pitched gables.  Sheds, 

hips and eyebrow dormers are also suitable.  Narrow easement windows with 

small panes, as well as more evenly proportioned, double-hung windows, are 

suggested.  Front doors can be set into well-articulated surrounds or recessed 

into the main facade.  Front porches are not a principal characteristic of the 

style.  When provided, they are usually small and sometimes created by the 

continuation of a principal roof form.  Side porches are common.

Two-story, front-loaded garage 
with stone veneer accent and small 
covered entry

Two-story example with small 
covered entry and side entry garage

Historic example with shingle roof, 
steeply pitched roof and decorative 
woodwork

ONE
Slate Shingles

TWO
Asymmetrical facade composition

THREE
Minimal roof overhang no greater 
than 10”

FOUR
Diff erent wall materials used on 
same facade

FIVE
Leaded glass

SIX
Vertical plank door

SEVEN
Stucco walls

EIGHT
Windows grouped together

NINE
Steeply pitched sloping gable 12:12

TEN
Narrow easement windows with 
divided lights

ELEVEN
Steeply pitched gable or shed 
dormers

TWELVE
Half timbering in gable ends

THIRTEEN
Stucco chimney with rough, 
handmade appearance
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THE
FOUNTA NS

KEY ADDRESSES

The Highway Commercial zone will be zoned similar to the Town Center 

Mixed-use but can be developed in phases as the organic growth of The 

Fountains naturally takes place. In the first phases design controlled Out-

parcels can be developed along Route 82 to define the roadway edges with 

surface parking. Large format retail stores and a movie theater can be 

developed at the edge of the Town Center that act to anchor both Town 

Center and Highway Commercial and naturally feed and support each 

other. As the density of the Town Center naturally occurs, the surface 

parking between the out-parcels and large format stores will be in-filled 

with structured parking within a city block pattern with additional retail 

on street level with office above surrounding the structured parking and 

used to define the street edges.

 Th e highway commercial zone is unique in that 

it can be the fi rst areas of development prior to 

the completion of surrounding residential uses 

and the last to be in-fi lled as the completion of 

the Town Center. 

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL

Detail Plan

Typical Street Section
Key Map

Civic Structures

Housing Multi-Family

Offi  ce

Retail Anchors

Retail Mini Anchors

Retail Small Shops

Schools

Proposed Canal/BMP

Proposed Dry Treatment
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Section 1: General Landscape Compliance Criteria

Minimum Installation Requirements

      • All plant materials in the community are required to be 

installed in accordance with the planting details illustrated in 

the guidelines and in accordance with applicable provisions 

of the Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants published 

by the State of Florida, Department of Agriculture, current 

edition. 

      • Th e Developer or his Contractor is required to assign an 

experienced fi eld supervisor to oversee the landscape and 

site hardscape installation on the lot at all times. Th ey are 

required to coordinate and schedule their work with other 

trades to minimize confl icts.

      • Th e location of surface and subsurface utilities, drainage 

swales, inlets, fi nish grades, etc., will be verifi ed by the 

Developer or his Contractor before work begins. No trees 

are allowed in designated utility easements or closer than 

ten (10) feet to any county utility lines. Any damage to 

utilities due to planting are required to be the responsibility 

of the Lot Owner.

      • Safeguards will be taken by the Developer or his 

Contractor to protect building surfaces and other existing 

improvements during installation of the landscaping and 

site improvements.

      • Installations are required to allow adequate area to promote 

a healthy growth pattern and to accommodate the mature 

growth requirement of each plant species.

      • All proposed trees and palms are required be installed 

entirely in or entirely out of shrub and groundcover planting 

beds. Th e interface between shrub and sod beds should be 

well defi ned to facilitate mowing. If trees are located in sod 

areas the mulching ring a 4’-0” diameter circular cut ring of 

plant material
minimum 3” layer of approved mulch is required.  No bed 

curbs, cylinders, pyramids, half rounds or similar or edging 

material are permitted in the public zone.  In other zones 

they are required to should be located a minimum of 3’ away 

from the edge of any shrub bed to facilitate mowing.

      • All plants are required to be installed and maintained in a 

plumb condition. All tree staking should be located within 

the tree mulch ring in sod areas to minimize damage by 

mowers. All trees are required to be staked as shown in the 

details or by using an Arborguy Pro-40 [up to 4” caliper trees], 

Arborguy Pro-60 [up to 6” caliper trees] or an equivalent 

staking system approved by the DRC.

      • All plant materials installed on the lot are required to be 

adequately watered until the irrigation system is fully 

operational and until fi nal occupancy.

      • All construction debris and excess backfi ll are required to 

be removed from the lot on a daily basis until the work is 

completed.

Once a landscape plan has been approved by the DRC for a 

particular lot, the Builder is required to develop and improve the 

lot in accordance with the approved landscape plan.  Failure to 

properly maintain all landscape material and to promptly remove 

and replace any dead landscape materials will constitute a violation 

of the terms and conditions of the DRC approval.  Following 

approval by the DRC, the Builder may not substantially change 

or modify the landscaping installed without the prior written 

approval of the DRC.

non-compliance

Set tree plumb in planting pit.

Prune and tie fronds with help twine, remove any 

broken or damaged branches.

Two layers of burlap to protect trunk as specifi ed.

Four 2’ diam x 6’ x 12’ p.t. wood battens as specifi ed.

Remove burlap and wire cage from upper 1/3 of 

rootball.

Mulch layer as specifi ed.

Finish grade.

2’x4’x3’ long p.t. wood anchor stakes as specifi ed.

Undisturbed subgrade.

Clean course sand backfi ll as specifi ed.

Set rootball on undisturbed subgrade.12” 
min.

Two galvanized steel bands to secure battens as specifi ed.

Th ree 2”x4”x8’ p.t. wood braces as specifi ed. Cut to fi t 

wood battens and stakes.  Drill or nail to stakes and 

battens. Do not tail battens to trunk.

Notes: See plans and specs for palms with boots to remain on trunk.  Final tree 

staking details and placement to be approved by landscape architect. Contractor 

shall assure percolation of all planting pits prior to installation.

Set tree plumb in planting pit.

Protect tree trunk with friction guards as specifi ed.

Guying wire as specifi ed.

Th ree 2’ diam x 6’ p.t. wood stakes as specifi ed.

Remove burlap and wire cage from upper 1/3 of 

rootball.

Mulch layer as specifi ed.

Temporary soil berm to hold water.

Finish grade.

B&B or containerized rootball.  See specifi cation for 

rootball requirements.

Undisturbed subgrade.

Planting soil as specifi ed.

Set rootball on undisturbed subgrade.
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Notes: Contractor shall assure percolation in the tree pits.  Top of 

rootball shall be 3’ above fi nish grade after setting.
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